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Advent Wreath
What the Advent Candles Symbolize
The Candles symbolize that Jesus is the Light of the World.
There are four candles, one for each Sunday leading to Christmas and a fifth candle for Christmas day. The four Sunday candles are usually tapers. There are variations in the coloring of the candles, often there are three purple and one pink candle. Occasionally, all of the candles are purple. The central candle is usually a large white pillar candle.
The purple represents repentance. The pink symbolizes joy. The central candle is called the Christ candle and is not lit until Christmas day. When you light the candle it is customary to read a few verses of scripture that relate to meaning of the candle. 
The First Candle (The Candle of Prophecy/Hope)
The first candle is sometimes called the candle of prophecy because it symbolizes the promises the prophets delivered as messages from God; promises that foretold Christ’s birth. Others consider the candle to be a symbol of the hope we have in Christ and so it is called the Hope candle.
The Second Candle (The Candle of the Way)
The second candle shows that Christ is the Way. Christians are lost in sin and Christ is the Light sent into the world to show them the way out of darkness.
The Third Candle (The Candle of Joy)
The third candle indicates that the only lasting Joy to be found in life on earth is through Christ. All other joy is fleeting and does not last.
The Fourth Candle (The Candle of Peace)
The fourth candle reminds that Jesus comes to bring Peace to both the world and to people’s hearts. Without Christ there is no peace in this world.
The Fifth Candle (The Christ Candle or Christmas Candle)
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Editor’s Note         We hope you are enjoying the Newsletter, and we welcome your comments and suggestions.  
Deadline for next issue is December 20, 2023.   Contact: Annette Jones - (386) 454-8585 pgrscoot97@aol.com   
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This month we have included pictures of various events that have occurred in St. Bart’s recently and have not been published before.
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Girl’s Night Out at Becky Tift’s home, Oct., 2023
******************************************************************************************************************
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From our Senior Warden...         Carol Griffin  386-497-2292


Over the years, I am certain you have received many amazing gifts.  Some of them were expected and some were unexpected surprises.  But the greatest gift for all of us at St. Bart’s is the  gift predicted from the beginning of time in the Garden of Eden,  The Messiah would be born of a woman, Genesis 3:15.
	


I have been reading a number of books this year on the Prophecies in the Bible and watching documentaries.  The Bible is filled with prophecies in the Old Testament which are fulfilled in the New Testament; many are regarding the birth of Christ. Some of the verses prophesied about Jesus in the Old Testament include his place of birth, lineage, tribe, massacre of children at his birthplace and name.  If you are interested, you can read  “47 Predictions of the Messiah Fulfilled in Jesus Christ” at: https://www.learnreligions.com/prophecies-of-jesus-fulfilled-700159.
I am hard pressed to understand why so many Christians have drifted away from their faith and even non-believers, do not sense His presence or out of curiosity explore the “possibility” of Jesus as the Messiah.   Yet Christ addressed this in scripture also:
· “Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He [a]expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” Luke 24:25-27 (NKJV)
· “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.…… 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”  John 5:39, 46-47(NKJV)
It is up to us to spread the word and through our lives show and tell others of this gift.  We have an opportunity to do just that this month as we welcome visitors to our Parrish Hall.
I wish everyone the greatest gift of all this Christmas, His Presence and His Peace.
*********
In regard to church business, we will continue to have a full schedule of events in December.  Many people have been busy planning and organizing our first “Christmas Train Event”.   I hope you will all take the opportunity to spend some time over the 6 days at the Parrish Hall welcoming our visitors to this festive event.  If you haven’t signed up, just come by, give someone a break, and enjoy the children, trains, and this season of wonder.  For dates and times, check the Church calendar on our website - stbartshighsprings.org.  

*********

[image: ]   Reminder and Thank you – Praise God
Thanks to all who have submitted their 2024 Pledge forms.  A reminder to those who have not, we will be working on the 2024 budget in December and would appreciate the forms as soon as possible (ideally by Sunday, December 17th).  There are copies in the back of the church and in the Parish Hall for your convenience.  1Chronicles 29:14 was always a part of Rite I and it has held great meaning for me; a reminder that all I (we) have and ever will have, is a blessing from God and belongs to Him.
In addition to financial support, we encourage you to share your gifts with St. Bart’s.   If there is something you would like to do to serve the Church, please let Fr. Lance or one of the Mission Board Members know.  We encourage your input and new ideas, your service is needed and appreciated.  Your Board Members are: Peggy Addington, Neil Boyle, Tom Crossman, Carol Griffin, Stephanie Hencin, Joe Scianamanico and Charlie Trowbridge.
There is a primary truth we must understand - Everything we consider to be ours is really His.  “The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it,  the world, and those who live in it;”  Psalm 24:1 (NRSVA).  We are  the stewards of these gifts to be used for His glory.
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[image: ]As in previous December BartholoMewsings, I am including my personal “Godwink” after the loss of my mother, Jane, November 30th, 2015, the day before her 88 birthday.  Opening an email that Christmas day in 2015 which included the following, brought tears and joy to my heart. I am including it again this year with the hope that it will bring solace for each of you who are missing your loved ones this Christmas.  They are all still with us, but greatly missed.

In remembrance of Gregg with gratitude for all he did and his love for St. Bart’s.  Additionally, we remember the extended family of our members who also lost loved ones this year;  Charles & Annette’s son-in-law Bob, Denise’s father Milton, Susan’s brothers, Gloria’s brother, and any others who might  not have been made known to us.  They will all be celebrating their first Christmas in Heaven with all the other saints of our special church that have gone before.  

Christmas in Heaven

I've had my first Christmas in Heaven
A Glorious, wonderful day.
I stood with the saints of the ages,
who found Christ the Truth and the Way.
I sang with the Heavenly Choir:
Just think, I who longed so to sing!
And oh, what celestial music
we brought to our Savior and King!
We sang the glad songs of redemption,
How Jesus to Bethlehem came,
And how they called His name Jesus,
That all might be saved through His name.
We sang once again with the angels,
The song that they sang that blest morn,
When shepherds first heard the glad story
That Jesus, the Savior, was born.
Oh, how I wish you had been there:
No Christmas on earth could compare
With all the rapture and glory
We witnessed in Heaven so fair.
You know how I always loved Christmas;
It seemed such a wonderful day,
with all of my loved ones around me
The children so happy and gay.
Yes, now I can see why I loved it:
And oh, what a joy it will be
When you and my loved ones are with me:
To share in the glories I see.
So dear ones on earth, here's my greeting:
Look up 'til the day dawn appears,
And oh, what a Christmas awaits us,
Beyond all our parting and tears.

Dr. Albert Simpson Reitz
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                   Dec 3 –   Nancy D/Trish                                 Dec 10 – Kitchen Crew
          
                            Dec 17 – Christmas Goodies                             Dec 24 – No snacks –Merry Christmas!
   
                                                               Dec 31 – No snacks –Happy New Year!

Note:  If you would like to volunteer to bring a light snack and drink for after one 10 AM Church Service, please contact Nancy Brewer at 386-496-3445. There is always need for volunteers.

************************************************************************************************************************
[image: Christmas_bells[1]]     December Birthdays            Anniversaries in December  [image: Christmas_bells[1]]
 			                                                          
  Dec 4 – Stephen J Lewis     16 – Garry Karsner         18 – Kathy & Larry Bratcher
         8 – Charlotte Corneil     25 – Jesus	           20 -- Susan & David Hansen      
        10 – Zemira Young        26 – Chris Hansen           
        12 – Anne Lundy          	        
 	
 Congratulations to Each of YOU!  If your name does not appear here, please contact your Editor to have it added for next time. 
Confirmation  November 26, 2023 
[image: May be an image of 8 people, people studying and text]
                
 Bishop Lambert confirmed Linda Trowbridge, Caden Harris and Kathy Bratcher.  
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This appeared on the High Springs Fire Department Facebook site
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High Springs Fire Department 
November 8 at 4:32 PM  · 
**11-10 update: All bags have been reserved.**
Our friends at Saint Bartholomew's Episcopal Church have once again partnered with your High Springs Fire Department to distribute Thanksgiving meals to High Springs residents most in need this holiday season. 

*****************************************************************************************************************************
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“God never gives someone a gift they are not capable of receiving. If he gives us the gift of Christmas, it is because we all have the ability to understand and receive it.”
					            	~ Pope Francis
*****************************************************************************************************************************
    [image: graphics-christmas-bells-240196[1]]Sunday School Teaching Schedule for 10am Services[image: graphics-christmas-bells-240196[1]]

December 3rd:   Pete                       December 10th:  Diane	
                         Jane                                                 Diana
			 
December 17th:  Stephanie               December 24th: No Sunday School
		           Becky                                       Merry Christmas (Eve) 
 
December 31st:  Pete
                         Jane                              
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      Lessons for December     
December 3rd:   Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18;  1 Corinthians 1:3-9;  Mark 13:24-37
           10th:   Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2,8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark  1:1-8	 
           17th:   Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11;  Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  John 1:6-8,19-28                 
             24th:   Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96;  Titus 2:11-14;  Luke 2:1-14,[15-20]
	  31st:    Isaiah 61:10—62:3; Psalm 147: Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7;  JOHN 1:1-18
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Christmas Flowers for the Altar

Wouldn’t you like to see our church decorated with beautiful poinsettias during Christmas?  If you would like to provide one or more plants to be used in this way, please fill out one of the Poinsettia Order Forms available in this newsletter and also in the back of the church, and turn it in or mail it , along with your check or cash. Your poinsettias will be ordered as soon after the first of December as they become available. (Your plants may be taken home after Christmas.)
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The Service of Admission for the Daughters of the King was held during the November 5th church service. Five new members: Susan Boyle, Kathy Bratcher, Charlotte Corneil,  Gloria Sims-Fargas, and Linda Trowbridge; and one transfer: Kathi Smith, were welcomed into the St. Catherine of Seina Chapter of St. Bartholomew’s Church.

[image: MP900314211[1]]    Chalice Bearers -December                   Lay Readers –December   [image: MC900391134[1]]

           12/3 – Annette		                              12/3  –  Cherie Harris

          12/10 – Alex                                                  12/10 – Debra Wright

         12/17 – Neil                                                   12/17 – Sam Tift  

         12/24 – Stephanie   		                    12/24 – Lessons & Carols
                                                           Charles & Annette Jones
                                                           Alex Matisco
        12/31 -- Annette			                    12/31 --  Cherie Harris 
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 “The holy child is waiting to be born in every instant, not just once a year.
~from the book Christmas Prayers by Marianne Williamson

Thanks be to God for the safe delivery of a healthy boy, Warren Maynard, to Christiana, daughter of our member Ruthann Swanson on November 22, 2023. Mother and baby are doing well.
[image: A baby lying down in a blanket

Description automatically generated]       [image: A cake with balloons on it

Description automatically generated]







[image: ]St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
Poinsettia Order Form

Name_______________________________________________

Telephone number____________________________________

Number of poinsettia plants ordered at a cost of    $10.00 

each___________________. Check or cash must accompany order. Make checks payable to “St. Bartholomew’s and put “poinsettia” in memo line.  
Turn completed form in to church office or mail to:
 PO Box 906
High Springs, FL 32655
									     
Is your plant in honor ?_________ or in memory ?___________

Name of loved one____________________________________

Thank you for your order. These poinsettia plants will be used to beautify our sanctuary during the Christmas Holiday. You may take them home after Christmas.
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