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Grace, peace, and the love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!
     Last week we heard how the Jews grumbled for the lack of food to Moses. This week, we hear them grumbling because they are thirsty. They fear death from thirst. Unrest in the Jewish community is focused on Moses and we detect the fear that Moses feels from the mob.  Why isn’t God taking care of them? Are they being punished for leaving Egypt? At least there they had water and food. My thoughts on this situation led me to think about the fear and cost associated with freedom and faith.
     The Passover was about God sending a virus throughout Egypt that targeted the first born of every living thing with the exception of those that were immunized by God for their faith and trust in Him by following to the letter His directions for salvation. Their desire for freedom from Egyptian oppression was strong enough for them to return to the faith of their religion established with Abraham over 600 years prior. Returning to faith and trusting in God was obviously something they lacked in their life in Egypt, but God obviously had a plan to bring them back to their roots. His plan would insure that they would never forget the Covenant between God and them. 
     The cardinal virtue fortitude reminds us that God expects us to be courageous when it comes to following His will and trusting in His providence.  Syncretism causes culture to lose its religious moral compass. This especially applies to believing in a living God and fulfilling God’s will, not society’s rationalized wants. Those without religious convictions feel that wanton behavior is permissible to overcome their frustrations with those that practice their faith in the living God. Jesus came to earth some 2020 years after Abraham and some 600 years after the Exodus, plenty of time for people to deliver doubts, complain about God’s laws, and to change their beliefs. Now we are some 2020 years after God’s Son came to reinforce God’s presence and protective advice. There is mob violence in the streets and political efforts to attack those who continue their faith in God. Who would think that a candidate for the Supreme Court would be called out for her continued loyalty to Jesus Christ in a country that is built on religious freedom? Are we hungry and thirsty for God to save us? Are we ready to set aside our fears and courageously stand up for Christ?
     God is not bound to time and lives in the past, present, and future. History is all about Jesus Christ and his teachings of God’s love for the faithful and courageous. Jesus remained humble before his Father and never considered equality with God nor did he exploit God for his personal power. God exalts the faithful, the courageous that exalt God for his majesty, power, goodness, justice, and mercy. 
     True faith and courage come from the heart. The difference between the two sons in Jesus’ parable concerns those that pretend to believe and are disobedient and those that truly believe and are obedient because it is who they are in their heart. 
     Our faith and courage is being tested everyday. Let us pray continuously from our hearts that God will strengthen our faith and give us the courage to face the trials and threats against our faith. Remember that Jesus is with us always and we are strong when united in faith at St. Bartholomew’s.   Amen
